



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MAY 22, 2012
1:15 PM

VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM

5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. and gave the invocation.

Chairman Fletcher led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Edwards
Members present: Chairman Randell Fletcher, Mr. Bruce Frazier, Mr. Ed Yerger, Mr. John Compton, Mr. George Guillory, and Mr. Reggie Skains 
Members absent: Dr. Paul Coreil
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Ms. Sarah Haymaker, Acting USDA-NRCS State Conservationist; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC; and Mr. Dwight Landreneau, LSU AgCenter.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher called for a motion to approve the minutes of the April 24, 2012 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 24, 2012 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would next take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda.

NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement
Mr. Spicer said all FY2011-2012 Farm Bill funds have been distributed to the districts.  He said that the OSWC has received the FY 2012-2013 district allocation but that the Cooperative Agreement is still under review by the NRCS National Office. 
State Funding 
Mr. Spicer said that the Administration’s proposed cuts to the OSWC and the districts were not restored by the House.  He said that they are now working with members of the Senate in an effort to get the Senate Finance Committee to restore the cuts.  Mr. Spicer said that he and Commissioner Strain talked with a number of Senators last week regarding the budget cuts.  Mr. Skains said he has met several times with the Senators from his area to gain their support for restoring the cuts.  Mr. Spicer said he had lunch with them early today and they told him that they are having a very difficult time in trying to balance the state budget.  He said that district supervisors need to contact their Senators to let them know of the adverse impacts to their district program that will result if they have to take additional cuts in state funds.  He said if the Senators do not hear from us then the Senators will not help us in our efforts to restore the cuts.
District Supervisors Election – June 9, 2012
Mr. Spicer said that forty-two petitions for the supervisors’ June 19, 2012 election were received and that all of the petitions were checked to determine that each contained the required minimum of twenty-five signatures, and the signatures were certified by the local Registrar of Voters as being qualified voters within each nominee’s district.  Mr. Spicer said that no district submitted more than one nominating petition, therefore, there will not be any elections this year.
Mr. Spicer said that forty-two petitions for the supervisors’ annual election were received by the April 30, 2012 deadline and two districts’ petitions were received after May 1st. Mr. Jason Waller of Morehouse SWCD and Mr. Junius “J P”Hebert, Jr. of St. Mary SWCD.  Mr. Spicer said there were various reasons both petitions were late and that both supervisors boards sent a letter requesting a waiver for their supervisor as both were very good board members.  Mr. Spicer said no other petitions were filed within the two late filing districts and asked the Commission if they wished to approve the two election petitions that were received in the State Office after the April 30, 2012 deadline.  Mr. Compton said that apparently the supervisors properly completed their petition although it was late and recommended that the late petitions be approved.

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to accept the late petitions of Mr. Jason Waller, Morehouse SWCD and Mr. Junius “J P” Hebert, Jr., St. Mary SWCD as candidates for June 9, 2012 supervisor election. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said that two districts, Grant and New River did not have anyone complete election petitions, leaving a vacancy.  He said their board members that are up for re-election chose not to run for re-election and no other petitions were submitted to the districts by the deadline.

Mr. Spicer said that the State Commission has the authority to declare the forty-two nominees with no opposition and who met all qualifying requirements duly elected supervisors.  He said that would be the forty-two districts as listed on the July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2015 district election report.

Mr. Spicer said that listed below are the petitions received from the forty-two districts that had no opposition for the 2012 Supervisors Elections.  He said all petitions received are in compliance with State Commission election requirements and the term of office for the candidates listed below starts on July 1, 2012 and expires on June 30, 2015.

2012- Supervisor Election Report

DISTRICT



 SUPERVISOR



            Acadia

 Gerard Frey





Allen




 Gregory Monceaux



Avoyelles



 Larry Sayes





Bodcau



 * Richard Adams  


 
Boeuf River



 Everette Calloway




Bogue Chitto‑Pearl River

 John “AJ” Willie




Caddo




 Mike Volentine




Calcasieu



 David Daigle





Capital




 Steve Horvath





Catahoula 



 Terry Smith




Crescent



 Allan Ensminger


 
D'Arbonne



 David Layne Manuel 




DeSoto



 Joel E. Register




Dorcheat



 Joseph Beatty





Dugdemona



 Bruce Frazier



   
East Carroll



 Ronald King



 

Evangeline 



 James B. Shipp, Jr.




Feliciana



 Ikie Roberts





Grant




 VACANT
Gulf Coast



 Gene Douglas Miller




Iberia




 Robert Freeman




Jefferson Davis


 David Dean Lavergne




Lafayette



 Sidney Bowles, Jr.




Lafourche‑Terrebonne

 Jerome Henry Cantrelle


 
LaSalle



 Steve Andrews





Lower Delta



 Frankie Sotile, Jr.




Madison



 Thomas Bishop



Morehouse



 Jason Waller    




Natchitoches



 David McGraw



 

New River



VACANT
Northeast



 Greg Kincaid





Plaquemines



 Nancy Dupont





Rapides



 Bruce Brown



 
Red River



* Jason Anderson




Sabine




 Marjorie M. Brown




Saline




 George McConathy




St. Landry



 Lee Hampton





St. Martin



 John Girard





St. Mary                                              Junius P.“JP”Hebert, Jr.
 

Tangipahoa‑St. Helena

 Michael E. Smith




Tensas‑Concordia


 John Rife





Upper Delta



 Andrew Price Gay, Jr.




Vermilion



 Dale Vidrine



West Carroll



 John R. Janes


* Denotes new nominee for supervisor
Chairman Fletcher asked for a motion to duly elect the qualified supervisors.

Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to declare the above list of unopposed candidates duly elected district supervisors. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Resolved, the above list of nominees, having met all qualifying requirements and are declared duly elected supervisors for the period beginning July 1, 2012 and expiring June 30, 2015.

2012 Legislation
Mr. Spicer said Senate Bill 436 by Senator Long regarding the sell of water from Toledo Bend Reservoir has been passed by the Senate and is waiting for House action.  He said that there has not been any action on the Senate Bill 498 by Senator Perry that provides for the Department of Agriculture and Forestry to have the authority to administer the State’s management of surface water for the purpose of agricultural, forestry and aquacultural uses.  Mr. Spicer said the legislature has not acted on the other water management bills and that this late in the session they will not likely have time to get them through the legislative process.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Acting State Conservationist Ms. Sarah Haymaker to give the NRCS report.  Ms. Haymaker passed out the Conservation Update and said she would cover some topics that are not in the Update because they took place after the printing of the Update.  She said that Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that USDA and their partners will invest nearly $32 million in Mississippi River Basin Water Quality and Wetland Improvement Projects.  She said that they will invest the $32 million in financial and technical assistance for five water quality and wetlands improvement projects in seven states within the Mississippi River Basin: Iowa, Texas, Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana.  She said that the projects will be managed by the Mississippi River Trust.  Ms. Haymakers said that each state has a different scenario of water quality and wetland needs and how to address them.  Ms. Haymaker said that $19 million will be invested on 7,280 acres and of this acreage Louisiana has approximately 1,000 acres and will focus primarily on new easements for batture hardwood forest and wetlands restoration.  Ms. Haymaker said NRCS will fund this work through its Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP) and they will meet this week to develop the ranking criteria and implementation plans for the project.
Ms. Haymaker said that she, Commissioner Strain and Ms. Peggy Hatch, LDEQ Secretary, did a joint news release on the National Water Quality Initiative.  She said the funds for this effort will be available to farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners in four Louisiana watersheds: Indian Bayou, Lake Louis, East Fork Big Creek and Big Creek.  She said these watersheds are located in the Acadia, Lafayette, Vermilion, Catahoula, and Tangipahoa Parishes.  She said this is a very popular program and that several national T.V. networks including CBS and ABC have been reporting on the program daily.  She said the networks have reported on the work done by our three Louisiana State agencies.  Ms. Haymaker said that Lake Lewis in Caddo is another project where folks in the area are very excited about the potential to implement a new project.  She said some residents said they would go door to door encouraging participation if needed.  She said hopefully, new partners will come to the table and in two to three years we will be able to showcase it as a new success model.
Ms. Haymaker said the original Longleaf Pine CCPI restoration project was limited to the Florida Parishes but the current Longleaf Restoration Initiative being funded through EQIP will include Vernon, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Evangeline and possibly other Southwest Louisiana parishes.  She said Longleaf pine grows very slow and takes about 80 years to mature, so the seedlings planted now will be enjoyed by the current and next generation and the third generation will be able to harvest them.
Ms. Haymaker stated that concluded the NRCS update.
Correspondence
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item concerns the Records Retention Schedule that all of the districts will have to complete.  He said he has spoken to the Secretary of State’s Office, Ms. Carrie Fager and Teresa Hardy and they explained that all 44 SWCDs are required to submit a completed Retention Schedule by July 1, 2012.  He said the OSWC will provide guidance to each district office regarding the preparation of the documents and that they will be similar to the Retention Schedule prepared by OSWC.
Mr. Spicer said the next item addresses the Ethics Training that is required for all government offices.  He said a district supervisor was advised by a state ethics trainer that all Soil and Water Conservation Districts board members are required to attend a one-hour training session or to complete one-hour of training on the internet.  He said he has been advised by the Ethics Commission staff that the district board members are required to have the training.  Mr. Spicer said this could possibly be done at the LACD annual meetings by someone from LDAF and or the Ethics Commission.  He said he will provide this information to each of the district boards.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a copy of a letter from the Tensas-Concordia SWCD requesting an opinion from the State Attorney General on a question regarding the district’s payment of health insurance for former supervisors’ spouses.  He said the district had their supervisors’ coverage grandfathered in when the State Commission revised PPM#4, Allowable Expenditures back in the late 90’s.  He said that the district is interested in reduction of insurance costs and would like to stop paying these premiums.   After a discussion, Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to contact the Tensas-Concordia Chairman and assist the board in addressing this issue.  
Mr. Spicer said the next item is the Conservation Priority Report and that it is mostly on the National Water Quality Initiative.  He said Ms. Haymaker had already covered it in her NRCS report. 
Mr. Spicer said the next items are new releases from Commissioner Strain.  He said the first news release is regarding the Legacy Lawsuit bill by Senator Allain and that Commissioner Strain supports Senator Allain’s efforts to protect the State’s natural resources and its farmers, foresters and fishermen.  Mr. Spicer said the next item is regarding the EPA’s recent inspections of four poultry operations in Northwest Louisiana.  He said the EPA issued compliance orders due to the Clean Water Act (CWA) violations and that LDAF, DEQ and NRCS have met jointly with the producers to discuss CWA regulations.  He said that because EPA has become more vigilant in its inspections in Louisiana that LDAF sent letters to poultry farmers advising them to follow their nutrient management plans and to be sure they are in compliance with all EPA regulations and that they can receive technical and financial assistance form the NRCS.  Mr. Spicer said the next three news items are regarding the H-2B guest worker wage increase, the Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative and the identification of BSE-infected cows.  He said attached to the article is a document from USDA Chief Veterinary Officer John Clifford regarding the procedures for detecting BSE in the US food supply.  
Mr. Spicer said the last items were two requests for approval of CPA contracts; LaSalle SWCD asking for the approval of using Mr. John Vercher, CPA , for $550 and Tensas-Concordia SWCD for the approval of Mr. David Richardson, CPA, for $1400.  Chairman Fletcher asked for a motion.
Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the CPA contracts between the LaSalle SWCD and Mr. John Vercher and between Tensas-Concordia SWCD and Mr. David Richardson. The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
Chairman Fletcher said that concluded the Correspondence agenda items.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there was one supervisor resignation: Mr. Glen Williams, appointed position, Northeast SWCD.  
Motion: Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the resignation of Mr. Glen Williams, appointed position, Northeast SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Acadia SWCD, Mr. Robert Dale Thibodeaux reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2012 and will expire on June 11, 2015.

Gulf Coast SWCD, Mr. William Hardeman, Jr. reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2012 and will expire on June 11, 2015.
Lafayette SWCD, Mr. Eugene Landry reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2012 and will expire on June 11, 2015.
Northeast SWCD, Mr. Brad Banks appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. Glen Williams.  Term will begin July 1, 2012 and will expire on February 24, 2013.

St. Landry SWCD, Mr. Keith Latiolais appointed to fill the vacant appointed position of Mr. Kenneth Olivier.  Term will begin May 22, 2012 and will expire on March 26, 2015.

St. Mary SWCD, Mr. Daniel Luke reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 25, 2012 and will expire on June 25, 2015.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the appointment of supervisors Mr. Robert Dale Thibodeaux, appointed position, Acadia SWCD; William Hardeman, Jr, appointed position, Gulf Coast SWCD; Mr. Eugene Landry , appointed position, Lafayette SWCD; Mr. Brad Banks, appointed position, Northeast SWCD; Mr. Keith Latiolais, appointed position, St. Landry SWCD and Mr. Daniel Luke, appointed position, St. Mary SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Other Business 
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Landreneau if he wished to address the Commission.  Mr. Landreneau said like everyone else, the AgCenter is concerned with their budget as they are at this time short $7 million.  He said regardless of the outcome of their funding they will continue to serve their clientele.  He said the staff gets a lot of enjoyment working with the youth.  Mr. Landreneau said that last month Dr. Coreil mentioned that Kellogg Company and Walmart are requiring rice producers to become sustainable producers.  He said the AgCenter has a Master Farmer program for rice farmers where they can use their existing RMS plans, which is more convenient for the farmers.
Mr. Landreneau said on May 19, 2012 there were twelve inductees into the 4-H Hall of Fame at the 4-H Museum in Mansura.  He said one of the inductees was Mr. Charles Severance of Baton Rouge and that the Commission Chairman, Mr. Fletcher, was inducted in the 4-H Hall of fame in 2008.  He said the 4-H Hall of Fame is the best recognized youth program in the State and has received numerous national honors.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business and there was none.

Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for 1:15 P.M. Tuesday, June 26, 2012 in the Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any comments from the public and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to adjourn at 2:26 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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